Progress in the early identification of hearing impaired infants in Mississippi.
The prevalence of permanent congenital hearing loss is three to four infants per thousand live births. Because early intervention is effective in preventing speech and language delay, the NIH has recommended universal newborn hearing screening. Prior to this recommendation, several states, including Mississippi which had one of the first hospital based screening programs, had statewide programs. In 1981 the Lions Clubs of Mississippi and the University of Mississippi Medical Center began an infant hearing screening program, which was described in Volume XXX of The Journal of the Mississippi State Medical Association. This program was recognized in 1986 with an award from the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services, and by 1989, the Lions Club had persuaded twenty-two hospitals that this was a needed service. Twelve years after the start of the program in Mississippi, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) recommended universal newborn hearing screening. This article reviews Mississippi's efforts toward early identification of hearing loss and provides an update on the current screening program.